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Two borough charities are at logger-
heads over rent, after unpaid bills led -
to the larger group deciding it would
no longer provide meeting space for
‘the other to use.
The Richmond Legal Advice Ser-
‘vice (RLAS) has described the actions
of Richmond Council for Volunteer
Service (CVS) as “inexplicable,” as it
-calculated the amount outstanding at
any one time represented only 0.00864
per cent of Richmond CVS’s income,
It also believes the “real victims”
are RLAS clients, who rely on its ser-
vice to get free legal advice from
trained lawyers; the only service of
its kind in the borough for the
past 50 years.

Chanty secretary Victor Warner
sa1d “First.they mmgased the rent

rent pald in advance and then they
still evicted us even when we agreed
to pay the increased rent. T

“Theﬁnalthmgthededaftérthey )

evicted us was to send us invoices for

some outstanding amounts and back- .

dated the increase intent to before

they had notified us of the increase.
“All these things have been done

without notice.” .
The rent was initially £5 per week
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mond, which'is aasxly aocessxb}e to
the public and which charges a rea-

-sonable rent. These are not easy to

find.

“The s:mple solution toall this is for
Richmond CVS to allow RLAS to run
its'weekly sessions at their premises
again” . o

Chief executive of Richmond CVS
David Sidonio said: “There has been a

;long pemui whae they have been

fallmg to make payments on thé
room.

. “At the moment the dec:smn has’;
been taken not torent tothem.”

MP for Richmond Park Stusan

Kramerhaswadedmtothearg‘memﬂ;jf
¥ and called for Richmond CVS |

toreverse its decision.
She said: “I am really distressed

at reports that the charity was evict-

ed with so little notice and that

“staff had to stand outside the premis-
‘estoredirectpeoplewhohadamved
‘fora sess!on ”.
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